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RICHARD
MESEROLE

olutionary war, 1775, there were S of the first Greenpoint families settled in.
eserole's. The Meserole family erected a big white house that contained 16
f the peaceful and serene Meseroles Grove.

d_ered by Manhattan Avenue, Norman Avenue, Meserole Avenue, and
on this site where picnics and Sunday services were held.

name continued on in the History of Greenpoint, including providing a
gnificent Meserole Theater.

years of age and living in Delaware, informs us that he is a descendent

well. He is very interested in hearing from anyone who may have more
mily. You can contact him directly below.

sent to you this special multi-part series on the life and times of Richard
one of Greenpoints first families. This is the story of Richard Meserole

't via e-mail:

Zh hard A Meserole, I am trying to track my family from the 1800 to

give me some information as to how I can get started. I am now 71 years old
roblems. In June, I will be in the hospital for vascular surgery on my legs.
keep in touch. ~Richard Meserole~

as returned. I have been in the hospital since August 22nd when they
I have returned today and will try to get back into the act. I have my life
send it to you page by page. ~Richard~

' Now his story in his words .................



THIS

IS
RICHARD

DAL IN THE FAMILY, SO WHEN I WAS ONE HE

\Y _FROM MY MOTHER AND PUT ME IN A PRIVATE

GME, WHERE I STAYED FOR 15 YEARS , NEVER

L R FOR THAT 15 YEARS. JOSEPH MESEROLE DIED

M OTHER REMARRIED IN 1952 TO A MAN NAMED

VIAS. MY MOTHER HAD FIVE CHILDREN, 4 BOYS

DID MEET THEM BRIEFLY, BUT NEVER HAD A

‘WITH THEM. ALL THIS INFORMATION WAS GIVEN

GRANDMOTHER WHO I MET WHEN I WAS

: ORN WITH THE GIFT OF A FANTASTIC MEMORY
JITY TO REMEMBER ALOT OF MY CHILDHOOD

' M THE YEARS 0-3IT IS BLURRED BUT THEN THE

IN.I WAS IN A ROOM WITH A LITTLE GIRL AND I



UPBY A LADY(MRS. BERG) WHO LIVED AT 315
BROOKLYN, N.Y. WHO 1 WOULD LIVE WITH FOR

- SHE WAS SWEDISH AND HER HUSBAND WAS A

L THAT TOOK CARE OF ME. SHE WAS A GREAT
TH THEM FOR ABOUT A YEAR. WHY I WAS TAKEN

Y FROM THEM, I NEVER DID FOUND OUT.

NI ];V-['YSELF IN BELLMORE, L.I. WITH PEOPLE BY THE
HI LEFT THERE AT THE AGE OF NINE DUE TO THE
VENTS. SHE LOVED TO HIT ME LIKE I WAS A RAG
E 1 DID NOT DO EXACTLY WHAT SHE WANTED ME
ULD GET HIT. THERE WAS A LADY WHO USE TO

| ME NOW AND THEN BUT I NEVER TOLD HER OF THE

WAS AFRAID OF MRS. SMITH. THE LADY WHO USE

O_N ME HAD GIVEN ME A NICKEL AND A PHONE

) CALL HER if THERE WAS ANY PROBLEMS. FINALLY



HIP. WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL MY BUSINESS MIND

i_jY WORKING FOR ME. I HAD FORMED A GRASS



[ESS. I HAD TWO GUYS WORKING FOR ME AND I

0 IT WAS A POLICY THAT WHEN COMPLETED

OU HAD TO LEAVE KINGSLAND. THIS PUT MY

RICI:ISARD
ESEROLE

R HAD KEPT IN TOUCH WITH ME, SO AFTER



NFO. FROM THE POLICE I FINALLY MADE IT TO HER

'HANCE OF SURVIVAL. IT WAS A FIVE DAY TRIP

-IS_CO, CAL AND THEN TO OXNARD, CAL. THE SEA-

OR RECUPERATION. BY THIS TIME I WAS A LEGAL



MY CHECK CAME TO ME IN THE HOSPITAL FOR

DULD NOT FALL IN LOVE WITH ANYONE I DATED. I



EONE WHO WOULD BE WITH ME THE REST OF MY

OT WANT MY CHILDREN TO EVER BE WITHOUT

-1 T, AS NOW I WAS REALIZING WHAT I MISSED NOT
T I'HE LOVE OF PARENTS. HERE I AM AT 25 YEARS
ALL THIS MONEY $1000-$1500 PER WEEK, WITH

BUT TIME ON MY HANDS, NOT A PROBLEM IN THE
THE CARS, THE DRIVERS, 2 PEOPLE IN THE OFFICE

j OF THE BOOKS AND ALL OTHER DUTIES. I WENT



[D DROVE INTO THE DESERT.I THOUGHT THIS IS

C _ING TO BE BURIED.BUT THEY TOOK ME TO
TE LINE INSTEAD.PUSHED ME OUT WITH THE

EVER COME BACK. I NEVER HAVE GONE BACK

TO WORK IN THE GARMENT LINE.I HAD SAID I
JORK FOR SOMEONE AGAIN,BUT NOW WAS A

MUST.

 be continued..................

- RICHARD
[ESEROLE

HATI WAS LOOKING FOR, SOMEONE TO BE
OF MY CHILDREN AND TO BE WITH ME FOR OUR
; LIFETIME......"




| IE JOB REAL FAST AND IN THREE MONTHS I

D *HIGHEST PAID PRESSER ON THE LINE.THE

I 'S) WAS A COMPANY WHO HAND MADE HIGH
h COATS. IT WAS NOW SPRING TIME.I LIVED IN A
:OM AND ONE NIGHT I WENT ROLLER SKATING

7 YEAR OLD PHILIPPINE GIRL NAMED ANITA.

_ RST SIGHT FOR BOTH OF US. I WAS 25 AND SHE
S WHAT I WAS LOOKING FOR, SOMEONE TO BE

MY CHILDREN AND TO BE WITH ME FOR OUR

OUT. HER FAMILY ALL TOTALED WAS ABOUT
FOURTH GENERATION FAMILY SOON TO BE A

N. MONEY WAS NO PROBLEM TO THE WEALTH

ED IN NOV. 1951. WENT ON A HONEYMOON TO
-ﬂACK TO THE STATES. THEN TO THE APT. WHERE
: ;I‘A DID NOT COOK. CALLED MY NEW FATHER-
HE_TOLD ME NONE OF THE WOMAN COOKED. IT
A ];)ITION FROM THE ISLANDS THAT A LOT OF
’i?]::E.OPLE STAYED WITH WHEN COMING TO THE
A .S, AS DID MY FATHER-IN-LAW AND FAMILY.

{ NEEDED...WE GAVE UP THE APT. AND MOVED INTO



‘ s SIX BEDROOM HOME FOR TWO YEARS TO LEARN
N 1 2 OUR FIRST DAUGHTER (MARLENE)WAS BORN.
: JOTHER GAVE ME THE RUN DOWN HOUSE THAT
'~I:{6LE OWNED. I GUESS SHE THOUGHT THAT THIS
r_AY ME FOR THE YEARS LOST WITH HER AS A

) ‘WAS WRONG, BUT I SAW A WAY TO MAKE SOME

T GO INTO THE HOME IMPROVEMENT BUSINESS.

‘-B.OUGHT A PAPER AND SAW IN THE WANT ADS




[ THOUGHT HE WAS A GREAT GUY AS SOON AS I MET

OTHER PAPER AND PUT THE SAME AD IN AS

) TWO DAYS LATER TWO MEN ANSWERED THE

:‘.TH ME. THEY APPEARED TO KNOW THE BUSINESS
\ PRICE OF $4000.00 . | AGREED, TOLD THEM ABOUT
: MIT I TOLD THEM I WOULD SET UP A ACCOUNT IN
@ TO GET THE SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR THE JOB.

VIAZEMENT THEY COMPLETED THE JOB IN 22 DAYS.



ID A BEAUTIFUL JOB. THEY WERE GREAT

ULTAN WAS PLEASED. I MADE $2500.00 IN 24 DAYS

E $100.00 BILLS WERE REGISTERING IN MY

DING, DING. I WAS ON MY WAY AGAIN. SULTAN I DO
ORE PLEASED THAN ME. HE HAD A JOB TO

DEL A BASEMENT. AGAIN $2800.00 IN 21

' ING, DING. THEN CAME A CHALLENGE, A

EFORE TAKING THIS ON I HAD MET A FELLOW

RIS. HE WAS A SALESMAN IN THE HOME

T LINE HE WAS KNOWN AS A TOP SALESMAN AND

- WAS A DRINKER. HE HAD WHAT I NEEDED, A

OK THAT HAD ALL THE PRICES AND THE COST OF

LS AND WHAT TO CHARGE THE CUSTOMER.

P AND INVITED HIM TO LUNCH. WE HAD LUNCH

JRUNK AS A SKUNK. FOR $10.00 I HAD MY DRINKS

VN BY THE BARMAID. I TOOK HIM TO HIS APT. GOT

'S APT. LEFT A NOTE THANKING HIM FOR A
NOON AND TO CALL ME TO DO IT AGAIN. I WAS IN
LY COULD I NOW PRICE THE JOB S, BUT KNEW

NEY I WOULD MAKE. FOR THE KITCHEN JOB FOR



TAN I MADE $4200.00 DING, DING, DING.

 be continued. .................
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PART IV

E WAS ON THE TOP AND I WAS ON THE

NG UP FOUR STAIRS THE REFRIGERATOR SLIPPED
S AND CAME RIGHT DOWN ON TOP OF ME. AFTER

'HOSPITAL FOR TWO WEEKS I WAS TOLD 1 WOULD

- NEVER WALK AGAIN......."

fAND I WAS 31 AND UP POPS (JON) OUR SECOND
INUING DOING WORK FOR SULTAN I DECIDED
;WITH MY OWN COMPANY AS I WAS GETTING
RQM SULTANS CUSTOMERS I STARTED MY
ERIORS BY RICHARD) I STARTED TO GET SO MANY
RED TWO MORE MEN AND FINALLY STARTED
f.'A UNLISTED PHONE NUMBER. WORKING ON
TIONS ONLY, MONEY IN THE BANK, INCREASING
: '{:Now IS THE TIME TO MAKE THE DAYS OF

| APPEAR. ONLY THIS TIME WITH A FAMILY. I
0 M HOME IN BRENTWOOD, LONG ISLAND, THEN

G TWO MORE DAUGHTERS (RHONDA AND



HOSPITAL FOR TWO WEEKS I WAS TOLD I WOULD
 AGAIN. I AM NOW 36 YEARS OLD, WITH A WIFE
1 inEN AND CRIPPLED. WITHIN SIX MONTHS I LOST
SELL EVERYTHING I HAD. CUSTOMERS ONLY
)EAL WITH ME AND I COULD NOT SERVICE THEM
MY LEFT SIDE WAS LIKE A BIG BUBBLE AS MY

RE ALL PINCHED TOGETHER. 1 HAD A THERAPIST
ORKED ON ME WITH NO AVAIL. T HAD A FRIEND

: VHO WOULD COME AND BRING MONEY TO ME
's_b THAT I COULD PAY THE RENT AND BILLS FOR

VE HAD TO MOVE INTO. TO EXPLAIN THE HELL, PAIN

e



| -'CES THAT I WENT THRU FROM AGE 36-38 WOULD

] S TO SAM TO VISIT ME. IN ABOUT 11 MONTHS I



N TO THE CLEANING BUSINESS LIKE A DUCK TAKES

' MR. BECK THEN INFORMED ME HE WAS GOING TO
-I_TION AS A SUB-CONTRACTOR WITH A STARTING
'$700.00 PER WEEK. MY WIFE ARRIVED AND WE

. AND MADE PLANS FOR HER AND THE CHILDREN
HICAGO. THIS WAS ON A SUNDAY. MY WIFE FLEW
:CHT AND AT 7 AM MR. BECK'S SON INFORMED ME
K HAD DIED OF A HEART ATTACK SUN NIGHT AND
)ULD NOT HONOR HIS DADS PROPOSITION TO

: TO THE JOB, APT AND CHICAGO. ON MY RETURN
0 K WE TOOK A CHEAP 3 BEDROOM APT. HAD THE

E DELIVERED THAT WAS IN STORAGE. MY WIFE HAD
:]:EITHAT MY FRIEND SAM WAS DEAD, KILLED IN A
_ﬁls BAR. THIS REALLY UPSET ME, BUT I HAD TO
FOR MY SAKE AND THE SAKE OF MY FAMILY.

L' :‘A- POSITION AS A TROUBLE SHOOTER FOR

:’_1_;:ER OF N.Y. AT $500.00 PER WEEK AND THE USE OF
 WAS TO TALK TO DISSATISFIED CUSTOMERS AND
IMPROPER WORK THAT CREWS WERE SENT OUT
3 1 HAD A PLEASANT PERSONALITY AND HAD THE
' OF HOW TO TALK TO PEOPLE MY JOB WAS AN
_CbMPANY. BUT THE MONEY WAS NOT SUFFICIENT
Ds OF MY FAMILY. I WANTED MORE MONEY TO DO
“’IHINGS FOR MY WIFE AND CHILDREN. I LEFT

' 'S':I‘ER AND TOOK A POSITION AS A MANGER OF

; ERVICES THEY CLEANED THE CARPETS AND



: R OVER 300 BANKS AND VARIOUS BUSINESS'S

*HOMES FOR THE INS. CO. WHEN A OIL FURNACE

IRE AND THROW SOOT ALL OVER THE HOUSE. I

:-'KING $800.00 PER WEEK, A $300.00 PER WEEK

: ACCOUNT, A NEW STATION WAGON. 1 HAD

4 MEN WHO WORKED IN CREWS OF 2. MY DUTIES

. :ULE THE WORK AND CHECK THE CONTRACTS

bN THE WORK PERFORM BY THE CREWS ALSO

[ THE PERSONNEL WITH WHOM WE HAD THE

iTH I WOULD TAKE THEM TO LUNCH OR DINNER

OULD WANT SPECIAL GIFTS. I LEARNED A LOT

- OT OF BUSINESS PEOPLE OF INFLUENCE.

AS A MAKE BELIEVE PLAYBOY, WITH ME

:T FOR HIM HE HAD TIME TO PLAY AROUND. HE
RIP TO LAS VEGAS AND CAME BACK WITH

HE LEFT HIS WIFE AND 3 CHILDREN AND MOVED

E WITH THE SHOWGIRL. 1 AS A FAMILY MAN I

Y DISGUSTED WITH HIM AND LOST ALL

.IDECIDED TO LEAVE THE CO. AND GO INTO

| MY SELF. NOW WITH 60 HOURS OF ENERGY

H;];-\J.DER MY BELT AND THE DESIRE TO MAKE

| .OR THE FAMILY AND MAKE MY NAME

1 -’fTABLE TO WHOM EVER I MET. TOOK MY

QIY BRAIN, MY TALKING ABILITY AND MY KNOW-

C LEANING BUSINESS, I NOW WAS READY TO PUT



- MY DESIRES TO WORK.

 be continued. .................
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._SCAPED DEATH SIX TIMES IN MY LIFE.
'HAT GOAL GOD HAS PLANNED FOR ME??

I WOKE UP AT 5 AM, TOOK A

WOKE UP THE CHILDREN FOR SCHOOL, MADE
T AND HI, HO, OFF TO SCHOOL WE GO EXCEPT
OT DRESSED IN A BLUE SUIT, LOOKED IN THE
1 (_):MBED MY HAIR, AND FELL IN LOVE WITH

' ( RANDMOTHER HAD TOLD ME "IF YOU LOVE
HE WORLD WILL LOVE YOU", SO I KISSED MY
f.THEN MY WIFE AND DAUGHTER, OPENED UP

'SAID "WATCH OUT WORLD, HERE I COME"

I RE I WAS HEADED, 1 BOUGHT A COPY OF THE
N THE TRAIN TO N.Y.C. AND THEN WALKED TO
IY PREPLANNED DESTINATION WAS TO GO

Q JEY WAS. WHERE ELSE BUT THE DECORATOR
Bt



ER WHO CATERED TO SOME OF THE WEALTHIEST
R"E-.\ YORK CITY. I FIGURED I WOULD START AT THE
'F_I:IOM THE BOTTOM UP. THIS WAY 1 HAD A HEAD
1 COULD WORK MYSELF UP AND UP FROM THE

S OW 10AM. FRIDAY THE 13TH, ALWAYS MY LUCKY
W41 YEARS OLD. AS I WALKED THRU THE GLASS
: -DOORS, LEAVING THE BEAUTIFUL SUNSHINE

: TH INTENT TO MAKE MY OWN SUNSHINE INSIDE

) CRETE WALLS. I TOOK THE ELEVATOR TO THE

q USE WHICH WAS AT 229 EAST 63RD STREET.

ASSIC DOOR TO THE OLDEST AND RESPECTED

AN, DAUGHTER OF KENT COSTIKYAN, THE ELDERLY

CORTED HER INTO THE RECEPTION AREA. TO GIVE



ENTATION. I INFORMED HER THAT I WAS THE ONE

' CARPET AND FURNITURE CLEANER THAT COMES

EATERY CALLED (THE SIGN OF THE DOVE). Il HAD

N THERE OR HAD NEVER HEARD OF IT, BUT I TOLD
r iNCIDENTAL IT WAS THAT SHE PICKED OUT ONE
v RITE RESTAURANT. IT WAS ONLY TWO BLOCKS
Y O} | 2ND AVE. AND 65TH STREET. BEAUTIFUL

:IVE AND EXCELLENT CUISINE. AFTER ALL THE
'WAS DONE I WAS NOW READY TO TALK TO HER
b-THE OFFICE AND AFTER SELLING MYSELF TO

TKYAN I WAS ON MY WAY. I NOW BECAME A



. SLOT MACHINES AND FOR EVERY ROOM YOU

J WOULD HAVE THE RIGHTS TO ONE SLOT



HE VETS SO THEY COULD HAVE A NEW HOME. THEY

T E LAND FOR ME AND PUT UP A NEW BUILDING. I

 LIVED. I BOUGHT A HOUSE IN CAPE ST. CLAIR NEAR
”-I‘ER THIS MARRIAGE FOR THREE YEARS WAS A

R. SHE ALSO WAS A ALCOHOLIC. A CHEATER ALSO
FI ER GOING GOOD NOW WITH A INCOME OF OVER

Y AR ONLY WORKING ON WEEKENDS. WEEKDAYS



V FUN DAYS. LEAVING AND DIVORCING JOY IN 1984. 1

3 ME A CONDOMINIUM IN FLORIDA WHICH I

N A$25,000 CHECK TO PURCHASE A NEW YACHT I



WOULD LEAVE YOU)I HAD HAD ENOUGH FROM

FE'S DOING THE SAME THING TO ME. AT 9 AM 1

-C. WE BOTH DID NOT CARE LIVING SO CLOSE TO
-__INFECTED AREA WE WERE LIVING IN SO WE RODE
T AND THEN MOVED TO DELAWARE. WE RENTED

RA YEAR AND THEN PURCHASED A HOME IN



WOODS . 1 BOUGHT A NEW BOAT AND A NEW CAR

A HELL OF A GOOD TIME. WE WERE MARRIED AND
LT:RAVELING ON TRIPS TO BAR HARBOR AND

RGIE REGISTERED IN COLLEGE TO FURTHER HER
: 0 SHE WOULD BE ABLE TO SUPPORT ME IF I EVER
COULD NOT WORK. SHE WAS PLANNING AHEAD
;I-THOUGHT THAT I WAS INVINCIBLE AND WOULD
AK DOWN. WE WOULD ARGUE AND FIGHT AND
NG UP. WE DIVORCED. 1 TOOK A APT NEAR BY TO
IF SHE OR THE BOY NEEDED ME. IT WORKED OUT

) (_‘jTH NEEDED EACH OTHER BUT COULD NOT SEEM
THER. WE TRIED TO GET BACK TOGETHER A FEW

CH TIME IT DID NOT WORK TILL FINALLY IN 19971

THE BAD ONE WHEN MY RIGHT LEG WAS
THOUGH I LOST A LEG I FOUND THE TRUE LOVE

IN WO PEOPLE. MARGIE MOVED ME OUT OF THE



D KNOWING I WAS UNABLE TO WORK AND BE

D A 1 USE TO BE SHE TOOK IT UPON HER SELF
[E TO SUPPORT AND TAKE CARE OF ME AS

;D NOT OFFER THE SUPPORT THAN I NEEDED.
:'_A:ND NOT BE ABLE TO BE THE PERSON YOU
CES A MENTAL AND LOSS OF FELLING OF

: VE UP WAS IN MY MIND, BUT MARGIE ON HER
SEVERY DAY TO CHECK ON ME CARRIED ME
ORST TIME OF MY LIFE AND THEN WHILE IN

: R_':A.PY, CAME INTO MY LIFE, A FRIEND I HOPE
CAL THERAPIST NAMED HEATHER. SO TO END
LD LIKE TO THANK MARGIE FIRST AND THEN
f_HOM I WOULD NOT HAVE HAD THE COURAGE
ND GO ON WITH MY LIFE. I HAVE ESCAPED
;'.IN MY LIFE. I WONDER WHAT GOAL GOD HAS

Z'_ PLANNED FOR ME?? AMEN

::nks To Richard Meserole........

s or information for Richard Meserole, please contact
1 direct via the e-mail at ricam@northnet.org.

ﬁ;i'nany thanks, and wishes of Good Luck and

~ Good Fortune to this fascinating man




